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Are we an angry society? Why do we applaud
angry attitudes and emotions? Or don’t we?
No, we don’t think our neighbor should be an

angry guy, especially as it relates to his relation-
ship with us. What wife thinks it is desirable to
have an angry husband? Who appreciates angry
screaming from the child in the grocery store? We
really don’t think anger is acceptable in the work-
place—for sure not if it is a coworker or the boss!
What about in the school? Is that an acceptable
place to display anger and bad attitudes? Ask the
teachers and school management and see what
they say.
What about violence? NO!! No tolerance for

violence! OK, so tell me how much violence isn’t
preceded by anger. Maybe if anger were less
acceptable there would be less violence. Proverbs
14:17 says. “He that is soon angry dealeth fool-
ishly.” So we can see that anger distorts sound
judgment and causes regrettable decisions.
Why do so many people find anger so enter-

taining and interesting? A movie commentator
recently made the statement: “Anger in people is
looked down upon but anger, wrath, fury, rage, or
whatever form and name it takes, in cinema, it

sells big time.”
If that is the diet people feed themselves and

their children, what do we expect? Training chil-
dren correct values is hard enough without that
kind of input.
Let’s look at what we see in today’s marketing.

It seems as though the thought is “anger sells.”
The new Camaro has an “angry look.”
How about an “Angry burger” for lunch?
You can always have “Angry” beef sticks for a

snack, and you might like some “Fierce Grape”
drink to go with that.
Do we really believe that “he that is slow to

anger is better than the mighty . . .” (Proverbs
16:32)?
None of us who claim to be Christians may

allow our culture to affect us in this way. First of
all, deal with any anger in your own life, flee
exposure to anger in books, magazines, and the
entertainment world and then work with your
family, and others.
After all, the New Testament mandate is: “Let

all bitterness, and wrath, and anger . . . be put
away from you, with all malice” (Ephesians
4:31).

Why All the Anger? –Clay Zimmerman
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Where are the men? Where are the real
men of upright character, moral integrity, and
spiritual strength? Where are the men of
God, who know what they believe, know what
they need to do, and are shouldering their
God-given leadership responsibilities in the
home, church, and society?
Our world severely suffers for lack of the

God-ordained male role model! The humanist
agenda for equal and individual rights has
taken its toll. This no-absolutes, anti-God
agenda is of satanic design, to confuse and
destroy God’s good and noble purposes. One
result is the blurring of God’s design for the
distinct roles of men and women. This has
brought about the demise of the male leader-
ship role, and the dismantling of the founda-
tional authority structure society needs to
function and prosper. This philosophy brings
with it serious consequences and side effects
innumerable. But nowhere is the devastation
felt more keenly than in the destruction of
the stable home unit!
When children are raised in the absence of

good parental role models, such as broken
homes, or when fathers are delinquent, they
are usually undisciplined and insecure. When
these problems persist for several genera-
tions, the result is an irresponsible and unsta-
ble society. To any honest person, the fruit of
this sin is very alarming as we see its effects

on the home, the church, the financial world,
and the government. We clearly have only
two choices. Either we have a spiritual revival
back to God, His Word, and His ways, or we
go the way of Sodom and Gomorrah, Rome,
and other societies who were destroyed by
God’s judgment.
For those who take the present state of

affairs seriously, and are interested in the
road back to God’s good way, the rest of this
article is for you. Let’s work at the need one
man at a time. What can we do?

REPENT of our failures, our cowardice, our
laziness, and our neglect as men! Ask God for
mercy and forgiveness. He will abundantly
pardon and restore (Isaiah 55:6, 7).

HAVE FAITH in God and His Word that
moves us to action! (Hebrews 11:6; 
2 Corinthians 1:20; 1 John 1:5-7) God will
bless and enable us to be men of spiritual
integrity.

TAKE COURAGE!  When the heart is
cleansed from sin and the assurance of salva-
tion in Christ is clear, we will find grace, wis-
dom, and strength to exercise our leadership
role in a God-honoring way (Ephesians 6:10,
11).

The

Christian 
Home 

Series

–Marlin Kreider

The Godly Man’s Role and Influence
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The following five points are especially for
men who have the God-blessed privilege and
responsibility of being husbands and fathers:

1. LEAD: “For the husband is the head of
the wife, even as Christ is the head of the
church” (Ephesians 5:23). As husbands, we
have a pattern—an example to follow. We are
called to lead as Christ leads. Godly leader-
ship provides security for the wife and chil-
dren. God-fearing women desire and thrive
under a faithful husband’s leadership. Today,
some women’s hearts are crying because of
men who are too spineless to lead. Many
women don’t want to be led; in part, because
men haven’t taken their Biblical roles. Men,
God is calling us to stand against the unholy
pressures of today’s society and lead in the
home and church! How shall we lead?

2. LOVE: “Husbands, love your wives, even
as Christ also loved the church, and gave
himself for it” (Ephesians 5:25). Lead in and
with love—love for God, your wife, and your
children. The best thing you can do for your
children is to love and be faithful to their
mother. Love, the First Corinthians 13 kind!
“Husbands, love your wives, and be not bitter
against them” (Colossians 3:19). “Likewise, ye
husbands, dwell with them according to
knowledge, giving honour unto the wife, as
unto the weaker vessel, and as being heirs
together of the grace of life; that your prayers
be not hindered” (1 Peter 3:7). God has a
beautiful plan for marriage and the home.
Praise Him!

3. TEACH AND INSTRUCT: Fathers and
leaders must be teachers. “And, ye fathers,
provoke not your children to wrath: but bring
them up in the nurture and admonition of the
Lord” (Ephesians 6:4). If we fathers do not
teach our children the Bible and what is right
and wrong, who will? Fathers, it is our job to
establish the family altar and lead our fami-
lies in daily Bible reading, prayer, and praise
to the God we love and serve. Fathers, lead,
love, and teach!

4. DISCIPLINE: “The rod and reproof give
wisdom: but a child left to himself bringeth

his mother [and father] to shame” (Prov.
29:15). Hebrews 12:6, 9 takes this all for
granted when it says: “For whom the Lord
loveth he chasteneth” and “Furthermore we
have had fathers [earthly fathers] which cor-
rected us, and we gave them reverence.” This
may not be politically correct today, but it is
God’s Word on the issue and it still works. So,
fathers, we must lead, love, teach, and disci-
pline. It’s the ungodly world that needs to
wake up and change!

5. BE AN EXAMPLE:  The message in 
1 Timothy 4:12 is to all believers and is espe-
cially applicable to fathers. “Be thou an exam-
ple of the believers, in word, in conversation
[conduct], in charity [love], in spirit, in faith,
in purity.” As fathers, we must be good exam-
ples for our children to follow. Do not only tell
or teach them, but show them the way.
Remember, a good leader is one who knows
the way, shows the way, and goes the way! As
Christian men, we must be examples in moral
purity by being faithful to our marriage com-
mitments.

* * * * * *
Husbands, fathers, embrace the Bible 

truth and lead your family in God’s ways
(1 Timothy 2:8). Find a church that teaches
and practices God’s plan for the home, where
the husband leads in love, and the wife finds
joy and security in loving, sweet submission.
“There is beauty all around, when there’s
love at home!” Train your children in the
ways of the Lord (Proverbs 22:6), and you can
experience a little bit of Heaven on earth.
(See Psalm 128.)
May God bless, reward, and encourage all

the faithful men, husbands, and fathers! May
many more rise to the high calling of God in
Christ Jesus, to build strong homes and
churches, and to be lights in an increasingly
darkening world of sin, confusion, and
heartache.
Do you desire more counsel or spiritual

help for yourself or your home? Please con-
tact the address on the back of this periodical
and we will be glad to respond.
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Recently I read a chapter on peer pressure
in a book addressed to teenagers. A most
interesting observation the writer made was
that people who have the most problems with
negative peer pressure are the most insecure
and are also unhappy. They fear being differ-
ent from others. The pressure to conform to
our equals (peers) is overwhelming for many.
Surprisingly few are willing to stand alone,
even if they are convinced in their minds that
they are right.
A most interesting test was performed on

teenagers to determine the effects of peer
pressure. A group of people were shown lines
of different lengths. They were to indicate
which lines were the longest. All of those
involved in the test except one had been told
beforehand to say that shorter lines were the
longest. The one person who had not been
“instructed” heard all the others say a 
shorter line was longer. When this test was
performed on a number of different people,
researchers discovered that three of every
four went along with the majority even when
they were quite certain the majority was
wrong. They did not want to be different
from the majority.
The researchers also made another very

important discovery. They found that when
just one person who had been previously “in-
structed” gave the correct answer, then the
person being tested was much more likely to
give the right answer also. So often, we hear
people use the excuse that “everybody else is
doing it” as if that justifies doing something
wrong.
The effects of peer pressure can be seen not

only on teenagers but also on their parents
and other adults. Many teenagers learn to
yield to peer pressure from their elders. For
example, if parents see others giving in to
their children, many will give in to their own
children. Could this be a cover-up for the par-

ents’ own insecurities—not having confidence
to stand for the right? People give in to peer
pressure when it comes to material posses-
sions. They want to be like “everybody else”
and so will go into debt to live on the same
level as their peers.
While in office, former President Bill

Clinton advocated dress codes in public
schools. He realized that pressures to con-
form even in the area of dress were distract-
ing to young people and even detracted from
learning in school. He commented that young
people are “killing each other over dress.”
This writer once overheard three young

men discussing their body piercings. One of
them was telling how he had contracted blood
poisoning. One of the other fellows replied,
“Man, that’s cool.” The pressure to conform
sometimes leads to doing dangerous things.
The Bible speaks forthrightly to this nega-

tive peer pressure. “For we dare not make
ourselves of the number, or compare ourselves
with some that commend themselves: but they
measuring themselves by themselves, and
comparing themselves among themselves, are
not wise” (2 Corinthians 10:12).
Young people (and older people too) can

have victory over negative peer pressure only
when they take a stand and refuse to yield to
the wrong. We will find security in doing
what we know is right regardless of the pres-
sures we may face. 
The Bible teaches us to stand for what is

right in order to be examples to others. We
can thereby encourage others to stand for
what is right. “Let no man despise thy youth;
but be thou an example of the believers, in
word, in conversation, in charity, in spirit, in
faith, in purity. Take heed unto thyself, and
unto the doctrine; continue in them: for in
doing this thou shalt both save thyself, and
them that hear thee” (1 Timothy 4:12, 16).

—RLB

Feature Article for Youth . . .

Peer Pressure Insecurities
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Sometimes we come across Biblical teachings
that lend themselves to varying interpretations.
The question of whether a true Christian can be
lost again is one of those. There are three basic
ideas on the subject. 
There are those who don’t believe that what a

person does has any bearing on his salvation. The
only question is whether he ever “trusted Christ.”
If he did, he is saved, and nothing (even denounc-
ing the faith) could ever change the fact.
Still others believe that those who are saved do

show the evidence of conversion, but again that
nothing can ever sever their relationship with
God.
Those of this persuasion claim that losing one’s

salvation is impossible. They take the position
that those who evidently turn from the faith were
never saved to begin with. Also within these two
camps, some believe that sinning Christians may
get “called home to Heaven,” because they bring
reproach to Christ on earth.
Those who hold this view of unconditional, irre-

versible salvation, believe that to later “lose” sal-
vation would be a negative reflection against 
God—that the God who saved them, must also
keep them (even if against their own will) and
ultimately take them through to Heaven.
However, the real reproach against God is the
shame to His name when it is acceptable for
“Christians” to continue in sin. This also would
place God in the dilemma of a double standard,
condemning an unbeliever for the same sinful acts
that a “believer” might engage in. The Bible
makes no such distinction. 
There is a third way that matches all Biblical

teaching. It is the one that receives (credits) the

power of God for salvation, through faith in
Christ Jesus. It actually delivers from the former
bondage to sin. This relationship with God contin-
ues so long as one abides in Christ, and continues
in the Word. It is the doctrine of security for the
faithful. They are those whose names will not be
blotted out of the book of life. “He that over-
cometh, . . . I will not blot out his name out of the
book of life” (Revelation 3:5).  Such a promise is
not extended to those who depart again from the
faith, to live according to the former lusts which
they followed in their ignorance. Scripture rings
with warnings against an irreversible guarantee
of eternal life and an irresistible destiny of
Heaven. Forgiveness of sin and peace with God is
too precious to be trifled with—a view supported
by sound Biblical interpretation while meeting the
criteria of sound thinking.
When interpreting Biblical passages that could

sustain opposing views, one must avoid applica-
tions that violate the clear teachings of other pas-
sages, rendering them pointless, senseless, or
worse, an actual contradiction of the truth. For
example, the Bible does teach a falling away doc-
trine from sample statements that follow:
“Judas by transgression fell” (Acts 1:25). “If

they shall fall away” (Hebrews 6:6). “Him that
thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall”
(1 Corinthians 10:12), “If ye do these things, ye
shall never fall” (2 Peter 1:10). “The latter end is
worse with them than the beginning” (2 Peter
2:20), etc. The Bible does not promote error.
Neither would it repeatedly appear to do so. 
Let’s further note several passages that are

often cited as evidence of unconditional eternal
security:

Is it Possible to Lose Your Salvation?

The

CHURCH in SOCIETY

–Lester Troyer
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“For I am persuaded, that neither death,
nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor
powers, nor things present, nor things to
come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other
creature, shall be able to separate us from the
love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our
Lord” (Romans 8:38, 39). 
This harmonizes well with the true security of

those who continue in the faith, showing that
there is no external force sufficient to sever the
faithful (those who abide in Christ), from their
relationship with God. The faithful believer is
always secure in the faithfulness of God. But does
this “security” passage still allow for actual falling
away from God and salvation? Yes. This passage
simply means what it says.
The things listed are all outside forces arrayed

against the believer. Many believers have been put
under incredible pressure, and found the power of
God totally sufficient. But there is a key here that
rests with the believer. Colossians 1:22 contains
the same glorious element of being presented
“holy, and unblameable and unreproveable in his
sight.” The condition for this follows: “If ye con-
tinue in the faith grounded and settled, and be not
moved away from the hope of the gospel.” This is
security grounded in continued faithfulness.
Also examine 2 Peter chapter one. Verse four

identifies the believer as “[partaker] of the divine
nature, having escaped the corruption that is in
the world through lust.” Yet this position is condi-
tional. The believer must “give all diligence” by
incorporating non-optional qualities of faithful-
ness that actually guarantee fruitfulness. In sum-
mary, the exhortation is to “give diligence to make
your calling and election sure: for if ye do these
things, ye shall never fall” (verse 10).
“My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and

they follow me: and I give unto them eternal life;
and they shall never perish, neither shall any man
pluck them out of my hand” (John 10:27, 28).
This, perhaps, is the all-time favorite—the

clinching argument against the possibility of
falling away. But notice here that the sheep that
never perish both hear the shepherd’s voice, and
actively follow the shepherd. These cannot be
plucked from the great Shepherd’s hand. He does
indeed lead them, and carry them through to sal-
vation—providing they hear His voice and follow
Him.
One of the compelling concepts of Scripture is

that God does not play favorites:
“And if ye call on the Father, who without

respect of persons judgeth according to every
man’s work, pass the time of your sojourning here
in fear” (1 Peter 1:17).

How then shall God make a difference between
impenitent unbelievers, and impenitent
Christians? Indeed, this would be the worst form
of favoritism or reverse discrimination. In accord
with Scripture, the more grave judgment goes to
those who profess Christianity, but will not depart
from, or else return to the very sins that brought
condemnation in the first place. This does not
align with the idea that professing the name of
Jesus is a free pass to do what we will. What
about the angelic proclamation before Christ was
born? “He shall save his people from their sins.”

“Now the works of the flesh are manifest,
which are these; adultery, fornication,
uncleanness, lasciviousness, idolatry, witch-
craft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath,
strife, seditions, heresies, envyings, murders,
drunkeness, revellings, and such like: of the
which I tell you before, as I have also told you
in time past, that they which do such things
shall not inherit the kingdom of God”
(Galatians 5:19-21).
Apparently, there is a certain revulsion among

those who do not believe it is possible to fall away,
with the idea that God would cast off those who
go back into sin. But that is misguided. The revul-
sion should go with living in defilement of the
righteousness of God, not in God taking just judg-
ment on those who do so. If you must believe that
God’s grace cannot be resisted, why not take it to
the level that magnifies God in the faith that pro-
duces righteousness and holy living, versus cor-
rupt living that makes a mockery of the grace of
God, and causes the enemies of God to blas-
pheme?
What would God do with impenitent

“Christians” in Heaven? Would He take people
unwilling to forsake sin, give them a no-questions-
asked ticket to Heaven, and cleanse them on
arrival to enjoy eternal bliss forever?
There are those who claim that a sinner in

Heaven would be more miserable than a sinner in
Hell. Though I strongly disagree (there is no mis-
ery greater than punishment in Hell), there is a
point here that is worth noting. Heaven is no
place for people who love their sins.

“And there shall in no wise enter into it any
thing that defileth” (Revelation 21:27).

“He that is unjust, let him be unjust still”
(Revelation 22:11).
But why bring up this contentious issue at all?

Because there will be widespread consternation in
the day of judgment when God divides between
the sheep and the goats—when counterfeit salva-
tion meets up with the reality of the just judg-
ment of God.
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“God . . . hath appointed [Jesus] heir of all
things, by whom also he made the worlds; . . .
upholding all things by the word of his power . . .
[and] sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on
high” (Hebrews 1:1-3).

The origin of our world was by the spoken word
of God and today He is maintaining the forces of
the universe by the word of His power. “For he
spake, and it was done; he commanded, and it
stood fast.” (Psalm 33:9). “The worlds were
framed by the word of God” (Hebrews 11:3). “And
he is before all things, and by him all things con-
sist [or stand together]” (Colossians 1:17).

Man Only Discovers
Scientists understand little of what holds

things together in our universe. The effects of
gravity are obvious, but what are the strings that
reach to distant bodies and pull them together?
Man simply discovers these laws established by
God at Creation. He then states that all objects in
the universe, great or small, have an attraction to
each other.
Man is powerless to create physical laws or

really know what they are. Such things as gravity,
magnetism, light, and nuclear force are poorly
understood. But men take credit for discovering
what is happening and fail to honor or even
acknowledge the Creator of these forces.
We can see the effects of cohesive forces in our

universe. The billions of stars in our Milky Way
galaxy spin in a spiral pattern, though our nearest
star, Proxima Centauri, is over four light years
away (25 trillion miles). The gravitational pull of
the sun holds the planets in orbit as the earth also

holds the moon.
But, as objects get smaller this attraction gets

weaker because it is proportional to mass. If we
drop two baseballs beside each other they will not
be pulled together.

The “Strong Nuclear Force”
However, when we get down to the atomic par-

ticles this attraction becomes very powerful. The
protons, neutrons, and electrons in an atom are so
strongly attracted together that it is difficult to
break most of them apart. In relation to mass,
this makes atomic attraction the strongest force.
The nucleus of an atom is made up of protons
with a positive charge and neutral neutrons. Since
like electrical charges repel each other, what holds
the positively charged protons together in the
nucleus of atoms? Scientists don’t know either, so
they just give it a name—the “strong nuclear
force.” The electrons that fly around the outside
are immune to this force and are not pulled in. If
this force would fail, the universe would descend
into mush—the nothingness from which it came
(Genesis1:1, 2).
The Christian knows why things are held

together. The atoms are held together by the word
of the Lord the same as the wild beasts calve (Job
39:1), the rains water the land (Psalm 104:13),
and the birds fly south (Job 39:26) at the com-
mand of the Lord.

Man’s Quest for Knowledge
Scientists continue to learn more about the

atom at the cost of trillions of dollars. Particle
accelerators are built to smash atoms together
and identify the particles that fly out of them.

God—The First (and Last) Cause

–Elvin Stauffer
SCIENCE

THE BIBLE ANDTHE BIBLE AND
SCIENCE 
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The most powerful accelerator is at the Fermi lab-
oratory near Batavia, Illinois. The machine lies in
a circular tunnel that is nearly four miles across.
The world’s largest accelerator is at the CERN
research center at Geneva, Switzerland. It meas-
ures seventeen miles in circumference.
The world’s largest accelerator would have

been at Waxahachie, Texas. This super-conducting
super collider (SSC) would have been fifty-four
miles in circumference. Digging began in January
of 1993; however, Congress stopped the project in
the fall of 1993 to cut costs. Much campaigning
goes into getting support for science projects in
outer space and inner space and the proponents
lament when taxpayers’ funds are withheld and
science “suffers.”
With these accelerators scientists have found

that neutrons and protons are made up of sub-
atomic particles called quarks. They have found
six of these quarks and are sure there are no
more.
The order and system that God established in

the microscopic world is essential to the smooth
function of the organisms we see. However, these
laws of God will continue to operate “okay” with-
out man’s knowledge or help. Man’s passion to be
“wise as gods” takes him to inordinate extents.
This desire brought the curse of sin and degenera-
tion on the human race through the transgression
of the first couple—Adam and Eve (Genesis 3:5,
6).
What is man doing with the knowledge he has?

Technology often falls into the hands of unscrupu-
lous men who use it to enslave, pervert, and
destroy others. Men find explanations for physical
forces and yet they deny the Supreme Being who
decreed their existence. The agnostic and atheist
rebel against the fact that their very breath is in
God’s hands. Daniel had to remind King
Belshazzar of this. “Thou . . . hast lifted up thyself
against the Lord of heaven; . . . and the God in
whose hand thy breath is, and whose are all thy
ways, hast thou not glorified” (Daniel 5:22, 23).

The Breath of God
When God created man, the crown of His cre-

ation, He “formed man of the dust of the ground,
and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life;
and man became a living soul” (Genesis 2:7). The
breath of God was not given to the other crea-
tures. Man is different. This spirit enlivens man
until he dies when “the dust [shall] return to the
earth as it was: and the spirit shall return unto
God who gave it” (Ecclesiastes 12:7). This is an
eternal spirit given to every man whether he fol-
lows God or not. Every man will finally give

account to God for his use of it in life and spend
eternity in Heaven or Hell (2 Corinthians 5:10).
This God-hood capacity is seen in man’s ability

to accumulate knowledge without limit. Animals
are given a certain amount of instinct even
beyond man’s abilities, but that’s all. The unique
feature about man is that he begins with practi-
cally nothing, but there is apparently no barrier
to what he can learn other than what God allows
him to learn. Jesus spoke of this God-hood capaci-
ty (John 10:34) when He referred to the psalm:
“Ye are gods; and all of you are children of the
most High” (Psalm 82:6).

A New Creation
The prophets spoke of a time when God would

dwell in men through the third person of the
Trinity, the Holy Spirit. “It shall come to pass
afterward, that I will pour out my spirit upon all
flesh” (Joel 2:28). This occurred after Christ
ascended at the beginning of the Christian church
(Acts 2:17).
After Jesus rose out of the grave and before He

ascended to His Father in Heaven, He gave His
disciples a precursor of this Holy Spirit. The
breath of God again imparted it. “He [Jesus]
breathed on them, and saith unto them, Receive ye
the Holy Ghost” (John 20:22). Jesus did this when
He commissioned them to build His church.
“Peace be unto you: as my Father hath sent me,
even so send I you” (verse 21). This new creation’s
cause and perpetuation in the Church is also
dependent on the Holy Spirit of God. A righteous
life is not possible without the Spirit’s power.

The Unity of God’s Work
God is the author, sustainer, and finisher of His

work in nature and the human soul. But man,
made in His image, is the main object of His sal-
vation work. God desires to uphold anyone who
comes to Him with his free Spirit (Psalm 51:12).
After the psalmist describes the natural world’s

dependence on God he says, “The glory of the
LORD shall endure for ever: the LORD shall rejoice
in his works. I will sing unto the LORD as long as l
live: I will sing praise to my God while I have my
being” (Psalm 104:31, 33).
But God has also “appointed a day, in which he

will judge the world in righteousness” (Acts
17:31). “Let the sinners be consumed out of the
earth, and let the wicked be no more. Bless thou
the LORD, O my soul. Praise ye the LORD” (Psalm
104:35).

Resources: World Book Encyclopedia 
The Holy Bible
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A new church had just started in our area. A
team from the church took the local telephone
directory and started calling people, beginning
with the the A’s. It did not take long to get to
the B’s, so I had little time to think about how I
would respond. They wanted to know if I were
active in a local church. When the caller learned
that I was a minister in a local church, he stam-
mered around a bit and then said, “W-w-ell, we
don’t want to take people away from your
church.” The caller had taken time to tell me
about the “exciting” programs their church
offered, including contemporary music and wor-
ship services, and of course community activi-
ties. Theirs was an “inclusive church” that
reached out to everyone in “love” and not criti-
cism.
I have since learned about still other tech-

niques used by many churches to drum up
enthusiasm and attendance. They sponsor
events such as bake sales, softball leagues, blue-
grass concerts, and drives to contact everyone in
the community. They have borrowed much from
the world of advertising and mass marketing.
Besides preaching and visitation, the pastor of
many a church has taken on the role of a CEO
(chief executive officer). Such officers, through
the latest marketing techniques, are out to pro-
mote a product. The exciting programs are the
products many churches offer. Hopefully, they
would also promote Jesus Christ. But is Jesus
Christ really a product the church has to offer?
Some would say the church should use any

means available, including the latest marketing
techniques, telemarketing, even hi-tech sales
techniques to win people to Christ. They argue

that Jesus and Paul used the latest means avail-
able to them to spread the Gospel—Roman
roads, letters, and appeals to Caesar. There is no
evidence, however, that Jesus or Paul used every
means available. We do not hear of the early
church using drama, sponsoring gladiatorial
games, going to the Roman baths to get better
acquainted. Christianity was basically spread by
word of mouth and the preaching of the Gospel.
Christians stood against these things.
Obviously we would recognize that some

advertising or promotion could be in order to
expose people to the Gospel. Christian literature
can speak to the needs of the heart. Visiting peo-
ple and even calling them is certainly appro-
priate at times. The real danger, however, is in
watering down the Gospel message or altering it
in the name of promotion. What does the promo-
tion of fun, entertainment, and gimmicks, just
to get a crowd or attain a high profile in the
community, do to the Christian message? Will
music that has the sound and rhythm of Satan’s
music really promote Christ, or will it merely
make people feel good or temporarily stir their
emotions? Will sales techniques patterned after
a greedy business world show people we have a
genuine love for them? Will they realize that
Christianity rises above greed and covetousness
to offer them a different lifestyle that meets
their deepest needs?
Will the pastor or the leader that more and

more functions as a CEO neglect the essence of
the Gospel—to preach Christ without compro-
mise and show genuine love and concern, meet-
ing spiritual needs? Can he do this when his
main focus is on bolstering attendance? Who
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likes to be used as a statistic, just to meet some-
one’s attendance goals?
Every technique, every method, must be  

tested in light of the truth of the Gospel, and
whether or not it demonstrates Jesus Christ and
His love, and whether or not it meets spiritual
needs. Does it really promote the Christian’s
calling: “Go ye therefore, and teach all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of
the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: teaching them to
observe all things whatsoever I have commanded
you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the
end of the world. Amen”?

Where Am I Going?
“Where did I come from? Why am I here? Where

am I going?” You may not have asked these ques-
tions in these words, but you understand the need
to know the purpose of life—your life.

Where did I come from? This basic question
is not speaking of your nationality, race, place of
birth, or your ancestry. Another way of stating the
question is, “Why was I born?” You were born
because of a relationship between a man and a
woman, as the Bible says, “by the will of the
flesh.” More significantly, you were born for a 
purpose. The Bible states it this way, “Thou art
worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and
power: for thou hast created all things, and for thy
pleasure they are and were created” (Revelation
4:11). God has created you for His glory and with
great potential that He can use.

Why am I here? This question is intertwined
with the first one. It speaks of your purpose at this
moment in time. Millions find little purpose for
living from one day to the next. They face life with
little zest or enthusiasm because life seems futile.
A satisfactory answer to this question hinges on
another question a hymn writer once asked:
“What will you do with Jesus?” With Christ as
your Lord and Saviour you have something to live
for. You can live for Him now.

Where am I going? The answer to this ques-
tion is determined by how you answer the other
two questions. If you surrender your life to God
and live with purpose for Him, then your destiny
is Heaven. People who do not have a goal or pur-
pose for living usually end up in despair. Helping
other people is a worthy purpose for living, but if
that is where your goal stops, you will fall short of
finding ultimate satisfaction. You will not be able
to satisfactorily answer the question, “Where am I
going?”
The Bible says, “If in this life only we have hope

in Christ, we are of all men most miserable.” You
need a goal beyond this life. You need to live in
light of eternity with God—your own eternity and
the eternity of those you influence.
How are you answering these questions about

your purpose in life? Are you seeking answers in
God’s Word and through submission to His Son,
Jesus Christ? Your answers will make all the
difference in the world—and in the next world.

“If thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord
Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God
hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be
saved. For with the heart man believeth unto righ-
teousness; and with the mouth confession is made
unto salvation” (Romans 10:9, 10).
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